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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

As much as I love Syndicomm Online, I'd like to spend more time offline.

Offline navigators are something this service currently lacks.  These
programs - which are often not programs at all, but scripts and macros
built into existing telecommunications applications - allow members to
download their messages for offline perusing, and to compose their
replies at their leisure.

OLR (off-line readers) had their genesis when online time was at a
premium, often incurring an hourly fee.  By using OLRs such as MacNav and
TAPCIS on CompuServe, or CoPilot and Aladdin on GEnie, members could
reduce their online time, and thus, their bill.  Though this use for OLRs
is practically extinct, a vast number of people still prefer the
coordination of OLRs to help manage their online activity.  Currently,
few OLR options exist for Syndicomm Online, despite the ease with which
GEnie OLRs could be adapted (since Syndicomm's software is based on
GEnie's).

Syndicomm management is willing to work with any interested programmers
and script writers by providing various specifications and access to a
test forum.  Feel the need to flex your scripting muscle, and produce an
efficient means of access to the service?  Email eng@syndicomm.com today!

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

New Menu Command
----------------
A new command now lets you find when your friend was last online.  Type
"LOGIN <username>" at any menu prompt, without the quotes, and where
<username> is your friend's name (such as KGAGNE).  The output will
reveal the person's last online activity, whether it was via Syndicomm's
textside or webside.

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest
mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit
<http://www.syndicomm.com/news.html> for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the
forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to
<http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that
forum's keyword.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword       Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========    ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK       150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM           590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC            605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2             645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON         650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Unix                UNIX           675   Wayne Arthurton    UNIX
Live Games          LIVEGAMES      810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN            820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG            833   Michele Greb       RPG
Gamebits            GAMEBITS       850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES        910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS      915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN          940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE        950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES       955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL          990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
WTC Discussion      WTC           1600   Eric Shepherd      WTC

The Unix Forum is currently under construction.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

HelpDesk
Page 150
Keyword: HELPDESK
-----------------
Category 51 isn't just for discussion of current movies.  Plenty of hot
titles have come and gone from the cinema, leaving viewers to discover
them in the comfort of their own homes.  Rented any good videos or DVDs
lately?  We have!  From classics such as "Wargames" to recent thrillers
like "Final Destination", the library of available movies is extensive.
Tell us what you're watching, or simply what your favorite movies are, in
Topic 3: Miscellaneous Movies.

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
Has there ever been a better time to be a gamer?  With the releases of
Super Mario Sunshine and SOCOM: U.S. Navy Seals, August was only the
beginning of what could be one of the best holiday seasons ever.
Nintendo is pulling out the big guns with releases of some of their
biggest franchises ever, including new titles Starfox Adventures and
Metroid Prime, and quirky new games like Animal Crossing.  Castlevania:
Harmony of Dissonance will soon hit the Game Boy Advance, while big
licenses will take to the gaming scene with Kingdom Hearts, a cross
between Disney and Final Fantasy, and Terminator: Dawn of Fate, based on
James Cameron's movies.  Post your thoughts as you play these new games,
and watch for official Gamebits reviews to stay informed of what not to
miss!

Singles
Page 910
Keyword: SINGLES
----------------
Through all the tears and heartache, sometimes you just have to laugh.
The scene of relationships is loaded with foibles, sharp retorts, and
other mischief.  Get your yuks in Category 5: Jokes and Humor, where we
share not only our favorite jokes of couplehood, but also the importance
of humor to a relationship.  It's a much happier alternative to "a good
cry"!

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
A writer's work is often validated by his audience... meaning to achieve
validation, you must first have an audience!  But who are you writing
for?  Are you submitting a novel manuscript, or pitching a syndicated
column to a newspaper?  Without an agent, the legwork necessary to find a
buyer for your work can be the most difficult and frustrating aspect of
writing.  Visit Prolific Quill's Category 9: Soliciting & Publishing,
where we offer resources for various forms of writing and try to help you
along your way to fame (or at least your next paycheck).

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly this past year, due in no small part to its
dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that
everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the
service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following
topics to have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies/Music; Windows/PCs;
Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and
professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or
other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
Currently, the only offline readers for Syndicomm are for the Apple II
platform.  Syndicomm engineering is willing to work with any interested
programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh,
Windows, or other operating systems. Email eng@syndicomm.com if
interested.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II
and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2002 by Syndicomm.
All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are
trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
